
 

              

                                              

                      
               
 
      
 
 

     Please be respectful and quiet for those praying before Mass as you 
enter the sanctuary. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
                                  

                             Readings for January 3, 2021  
                                    Reading 1:     Isaiah 60:1-6 
                                    Reading 2:    Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
                                    Gospel:         Matthew 2:1-12 
.                  
Information about St. Edward- Daily readings, the bulletin, and other 

information can be found on our webpage at: https://stedwardpulaski.org 

 
Donations-, please mail your regular donations to St. Edward’s Catholic 
Church, PO Box 1670, Pulaski, VA 24301 if you are not attending Mass. 
 
Mass Live Stream- Mass is still live-streamed every Sunday morning at 

9:00 at http://www.facebook.com/stmaryschurchwytheville    

 

  
                       
 
Prayer List-  Mike Malloy, Tim Kimbleton, Doug Waldrop, Carol Luttrell, 
Brenda Lee, Brenda McLawhorn, Paul Bennett,   John Balconi, John 
McNair, Joan Jennings, Susan Lambert, Amanda Linkous, Sharon 
Dalton, Jerry Dalton, Bill Jennings, and Connie Armentrout. 
(Please contact Stan Stanley if you have additions or deletions) 

Please Keep Father Bernie in your prayers. 

Christmas Flowers- Thanks to everyone who donated for the beautiful 
flowers for the Church. The memorial list is e-mailed out with this week’s 
bulletin.  

 Solemnity of Mary , Holy Mother of God- Holy Day Mass will be a 
Vigil Mass at St. Mary’s on Dec. 31st at 6:00pm and on January 1st at     
at St. Edward’s 10:00am. 

Donation Envelopes- Envelopes are available to pick up on the way out 
of the Church. 

 

 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Covid Tip of the Week- Hang in there, the vaccine is on the way. 

 

Be Safe! 

Don’t forget to get your flu shot!!!! 

Happy DECEMBER 
Birthdays! 

            
Mary Klima                Dec.  4   
Walt Harriman                Dec.   8 
Wayne Trail                     Dec.   9 
John Balconi                    Dec. 10 

Joan Jennings              Dec. 18 
Dan Grubb                      Dec.  21 
Mary Beth McNair        Dec. 31 
Brenda Lessard              Jan.  1  
  
 
 
 

      Collection December 20, 2020 
 

Regular Collection             $1195.00      
Cath. VA, Maintenance, other  $  315.00 
Dioccesan Collection                  $    30.00    
 Attendance                                      31    

                 
     
      
                                          
 
 
  
 
 
Respect for Life  $     75.00       

           56  in attendance 

      December 27, 2020  

Holy Family of Jesus 

 

 

 

 

  

th – First Sunday of Lent 
Matthew 28:17 

 
 January  1, 2021  Ministers 

Lector               Donna Hathaway 
Commentator                Dan Grubb 

January 3, 2021 Ministers  
 Lector                            Patty Williams 
Commentator               Caleb Harriman 
  

Happy Anniversary 

Mike & Yvette Fleenor       Dec. 29 

Mark & Nancy Bishop        Dec. 30 

 

 

 

  

  

https://stedwardpulaski.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stmaryschurchwytheville.


  CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR SCHEDULE 

   
Dec. 27              Holy Family                   11:00am                  St. Edward’s 
 
Dec. 31              Vigil Mass (Live-Streamed)    6:00pm                   St. Mary’s 
Jan. 1, 2021 New Year               10:00am       St. Edward’s 
 
Jan. 3 2021         Epiphany                        11:00am                  St. Edward’s 
 
Jan. 10, 2021      Baptism of the Lord       11:00am                  St. Edward’s 
 
 
  

Praying with the Aftermath of our Christmas 
 
 Instead of the Light of Christ filling our Christmas, we sometimes just experienced 

lightning.  It is a very common experience.  We were tired.  We were out of our 

patterns.  There was lots of emotional baggage there.  Everyone seemed "on edge,"  "a 

bit testy," and "sparks just seemed to fly."  And, instead of responding out of the graces 

of the Nativity, all we seemed to have been able to do is regress.  We acted like children 

- badly disciplined children at that.  A little "Christmas spirits" lubricated the bad 

spirits.  We said things we shouldn't have said.  We got hurt by sharp things others 

said.  We "retaliated in kind" or we did the "punishing pout" or smiled and held it all 

in.  We feel wounded and we did some wounding. And we did it in front of the children, or 

turned our frustrations on them. It wasn't good, and we know it.  How do we pray in the 

aftermath of a day like that? 

Though we may have had some version of something like this, and feel very far from the 

graces we experienced in Advent, we aren't really far from the grace we need.  Jesus 

comes to be our Savior - but, not saving us once and for all, so that we get it and we've 

got it for good.  By his coming and his death, resurrection and gift of the Spirit we are 

surely saved.  But, we need continual saving as well.  Sometimes we need an 

experience of how badly things can go before we really know how much we need our 

Savior.  In the aftermath of conflict and division, Jesus can shine a light into the dark 

corners of our hearts.  Right at the time when we might feel most down on ourselves, and 

most angry at others, Jesus can reveal to us deeper and deeper love.  He loves us 

precisely where we are unreliable, precisely in those places where our ability to love 

others unselfishly is still quite shaky.  And, it is precisely into those places where we are 

most disappointed in and angry at loved ones, that Jesus desires to embrace us, to still 

our hearts and give us the grace of reconciliation. 

Right after Christmas is the perfect time to look back and examine our hearts.  What is 

Jesus saying to me these days after Christmas?  What is he asking me?  What is he 

inviting me to do?  He won't be asking us to repeat our account of what happened, in 

terms of who was right and who was wrong.  Jesus will always draw us to himself, 

always inviting us into the mystery of the power of surrender.  Jesus is offering us a 

chance to stay longer in that stable, next to the manger, to draw deeper from the mystery 

of his self-sacrificing love. What do I do with my angry and hurt feelings?  What if the 

other person isn't sorry, because this was just the way they are?  What if the other 

person isn't "turning to Jesus"?  This is the time we need to let the Lord's love for us to 

heal us.  That is the deepest healing.  

To hold on to the resentment and anger is to let it become like a cancer in our hearts. To 

surrender these feelings to Jesus is to taste the freedom he is offering us.  This doesn't 

mean that the bad didn't happen.  It means that I let what happened be transformed in 

my heart, from hurt that festers, to something bad that he died to set us free from.  As 

Paul says, this is how God dealt with sin.  He nailed it to a tree.  Jesus takes away the 

sin of the world and he gives us a peace the world can't give. It is only in this peace that 

we can let the other be a fellow sinner loved by the same Lord and Savior.  Jesus doesn't 

love us, on the condition that we get our act together first.  He doesn't wait until we 

become holy to love us.  He loves us because we need loving, and we need it now.  The 

more deeply we experience this love, the more completely we will be able to let the other 

be loved by Jesus.  In the process, we grow in com-passion for them - an ability to suffer 

with them.  We can begin to see them as Jesus sees them.  We can grieve for what they 

suffer.  We can feel sadness for whatever insecurity handicaps them.  We can even 

become their ally - turning to God and begging God for the graces they need, for the 

healing they can't ask for themselves. 

Perhaps this week, we can let these new faith-filled feelings grow in us.  Whether we are 

the kind of person who tends to be stirred up by conflict, or the type of person who tends 

to avoid it until things die down, we can let this peace fill our hearts.  Then we can plan to 

make peace - to use the healing grace we have received to be a healer ourselves.  Once 

we have prayed for someone, it is much easier to love them.  Perhaps we will know how 

to do that right away.  Perhaps it will take some careful reflection.  Some of the time, it 

will take some acknowledgement of sorrow for our part in what has happened.  But, most 

of the time, it will just take care.  Most likely, what the other needs is some attention, 

some affirmation, some gentle care.   We may not see the fruit of our efforts at 

reconciling love, right away or ever.  Jesus understands.  We can be assured that our 

attempts at healing love will set in motion a process of healing.  We can be assured that 

the Redeemer of the world can redeem even a rough Christmas day. 

Keep coming, Lord Jesus.  Having awaited your coming, we beg you to keep coming to 

set us free - freer to receive your love, freer to forgive, and freer to love even more self-

less-ly.  Thank you, Lord.  Thank you. 

From :Creighton University's Online Ministries 


