November 27, 2022

First Sunday of Advent

Collection Nov. 20, 2022

Regular Collection 5$1025.00
Flowers 20.00
Thanksgiving Baskets 120.00
Human Development 130.00
Attendance 49

December 4, 2022

Lector: Chad Owen
Commentator: Madelyn Owen
Ushers: Hathaway/Stanley

Readings for December 4, 2022
Reading 1  Isaiah 11:1-10
Reading2  Romans 15:4-9
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

Information about St. Edwards- Daily readings, the bulletin, homilies,
and other information can be found on our webpage at:
https://stedwardpulaski.org

Prayer List - Tim Kimbleton, Carol Luttrell, John Balconi, Brenda Lessard,
Jody Riffey, Stephen Petrowski, Christine Scarpinato, Michael Linkous,
Megan Talbert, Rosanna Vallo, Jim Trowbridge, Orlando LoMascolo, Jerry
Stanley, Bill Vest, Caroline Jewell, John McNair, the Webb family, and Father
Bernie.

Let the Stanleys know if you have additions or deletions.

New Church Directory- If you haven’t had your picture taken for the new
directory, please see Stan today after Mass.

Outreach chair person needed- The pastoral council is in need of a
person to chair our outreach program. If interested and willing to help out,
please see Sally Warburton for more information.

Immaculate Conception-We will celebrate The Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, a Holy Day of Obligation, with Mass here at St. Edwards on
Thursday, December 8, at noon.

Nov./Dec. Birthdays December Anniversary
Marty White Nov. 28 No December Anniversaries
Haley Rakes Nov. 28
Mary Klima Dec. 4
Walt Harriman Dec. 8
Wayne Trail Dec. 9
John Balconi Dec. 10
Cheri Strenz Dec. 12
Dan Grubb Dec. 21
Charlotte Phillips Dec.22
Mary Beth McNair Dec. 31

The first Sunday of Advent is today, November 27". Each Sunday during
Advent on the back page of the bulletin there will be inserts from Creighton
University.


https://stedwardpulaski.org/

"Taken from the Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer of Creighton
University's Online Ministries web
site:www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html. Used with
Permission."

Daily Prayer This Week

It seems like a contradiction, but it becomes easy to stay focused during
Advent. There are many distractions at this time of the year, we seem to get
very busy, and at times have to go to a number of parties and social events.
But, the heart of this season is all about expectant hope. So, we begin our
Advent journey by giving ourselves some time to reflect this week on how
much God promises us.

Each morning, while we are first coming to consciousness, we can focus for
just a few moments, to name a desire, to name an emptiness or feeling of
anxiety or worry. It is into places just such as these that our Lord came to be
with us. So, this week, we can begin to invite our Lord to be Incarnate in our
lives, in the places we need him the most.

Our goal this week is to let ourselves feel like those to whom the promises of
our God are made. We want to get in touch with ourselves, especially those
parts of ourselves that are in need of a Savior. We do this by keeping our
focus on the places that feel like a desert, the places that feel like we've been
through a war, the places that feel like a lifeless stump. When we have a hard
time seeing, we ask for the grace to be able to believe the promise that we
shall see. When we seem deaf, we place our trust in the One who assures us
that we will hear. And when we feel beaten down and awfully lowly, we turn
to the One who promises that we will “find joy in the Lord.” And, who
among us doesn't have days on which we are aware of various kinds of
wounds? On the day of promise, “the Lord binds up the wounds of his
people.”

As we let these deep realities of our daily, busy lives come into focus and
interact with the readings, something wonderful happens. We become more
and more aware of our need for God. Very naturally and quite spontaneously,
a prayer comes forth from deep within us, which we can say in the smallest
moments of our busiest days. “Come, Lord.” “Come and save me.” “Come
and be with me in all of these messy, empty, dry and disordered places in my
life.” “Come, Lord. I feel my longing for you grow. I feel my hope grow.
And, as | place my hope in your promises, Advent begins to come alive in
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me.

All of this preparation can happen in the simplest way, before the first
Christmas decoration goes up. And, for each moment of each day that we
encounter a place that we desire, that we long for our Lord's coming, we can
express our thanksgiving. Each night we might pray:

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom should | fear?
The LORD is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid? (Ps. 27)

“Taken from First Sunday of Advent”

The First Sunday of Advent begins a new liturgical year and the beginning
of a season filled with the riches of our scripture readings. For the next few
weeks, as we focus on Isaiah, we read of the promise of peace offered to the
people of God: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks.” Matthew's gospel is the story of Noah and a caution
from Jesus to prepare “for an hour you do not expect.”

Unlike most of the liturgical year, the focus during the first part of Advent is
on the first readings, this week from the Prophet Isaiah. These readings are
about promises. Isaiah is consoling, building up and preparing his people to
have hope. “One nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall
they train for war again.” He promises “luster and glory” for the people: “and
the fruit of the earth will be honor and splendor for the survivors of Israel.”
Even though the family lines of King David and his father, Jesse, are almost
wiped out, [saiah proclaims hope: “On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom.” The prophet tells of
feasting and security: “On this mountain the LORD of hosts will provide for
all peoples a feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure,
choice wines” and “A strong city have we; he sets up walls and ramparts to
protect us.” Even Jesus' own statement about his mission is seen in the
powerful images Isaiah uses to give us courage and hope: “On that day the
deaf shall hear ... the eyes of the blind shall see ... the lowly will ever find joy
in the LORD ... ” “On the day the LORD binds up the wounds of his people.”

The gospels for these weeks are chosen from several gospels. They are meant
to match the first readings and to show the promises are fulfilled in Jesus.
Jesus brings healing. He raises up the childlike. And Jesus calls and sends the
twelve apostles to continue his ministry.



